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THE IMPASSABLE CHASM 

BY WAYNE MAC VEAGH 



It is with the greatest reluctance that I find myself obliged, 
at my present age and with the health which naturally is its 
accompaniment, compelled by a sense of public duty, to take 
part once more in any controversy, and especially in one which 
has aroused so much bitterness of feeling and has led so many 
persons to transgress in my judgment the proper limits of loyal 
American citizenship. I had persuaded myself some time ago 
that I was released from offering further advice to others and 
justified in devoting the days remaining to me to securing, as 
far as possible, a conscience void of deliberate offense both to 
my fellow-men and to God for the change now so near me and 
which I await with cheerfulness and hope. When, however,! 
passed in review the innumerable kindnesses, so far beyond my 
deserts, which I had received during my long life from my fellow- 
citiaens, I here felt constrained to make some further small re- 
turn, however inadequate, by endeavoring to point out what 
seemed to me the plain line of duty of all hving under the Stars 
and Stripes in the present appalling conditions which the Kaiser 
and the German rage for conquest have precipitated upon the 
world. 

Most assuredly I have no desire to impute evil motives to 
anybody, however mistaken I may think them, or to deny them 
the same charity of judgment I ask for myself. Doubtless 
Count Bernstorff, Captain Boy-Ed, about whose name cluster 
so many unpleasant insinuations, Mr. Herman Ridder, Mr. 
Bartholdt, Professor Miinsterberg, the editors of German news- 
papers and many others have persuaded themselves that their 
anti-American declarations and activities are permissible and 
that their first duty is to the Kaiser. That is true within certain 
limits of Count Bernstorff and Captain Boy-Ed, but it is wholly 
imtrue as to the others and nothing but the mistaken leniency 
of President Wilson could have harbored in them such a de- 
lusion. As I write Dr. Demburg is happily sailing away, but 
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he ought to have been deported the moment he attempted to 
interfere in our domestic affairs; and the author of the impu- 
dent warning to the American people as to the ships on which 
they could safely sail, as if our Government was either too 
ignorant or too weak to do its duty, ought to have been sent 
out of the country without an hour's delay. 

The first consideration which caused me pain was that so 
many of our fellow-citizens of German birth or descent haye 
ignored the fact that there is an impassable chasm between the 
status of a citizen of our beloved Republic and that of a subject 
of the German Emperor. I took it for granted that those 
Germans who came here in these later years came with the same 
spirit of devotion to human hberty as those I had known in my 
early life, and that they came not at all to play the double 
part of avaihng themselves of the privileges of American citi- 
zenship while really championing the cause of a military mon- 
archy, all of whose aims and methods of government were abso- 
lutely hostile to those of the coimtry whose protection they 
had sought. 

I assumed they recognized that this irreconcilable antagonism 
had pervaded every day of American history. When the youth- 
ful Lafayette was shedding his blood in his first battle by the 
side of Washington, at Brandywine, German mercenaries only 
a mile away were aiding George the Third to drive the few 
American patriots fighting for their Uberties back to the inhos- 
pitable and snowy hiUs of Valley Forge. Much clamor has 
been raised recently about the sale of munitions of war by our 
manufacturers and merchants to whoever would buy them — 
a right as old as the Law of Nations. But it seems to be for- 
gotten that during all that long struggle of our fathers for 
hiunan freedom Germany cheerfully sold not only munitions 
but men to our enemy and sent skilled generals to direct their 
efforts to prevent us from attaining our independence. But for 
such sales by Germany to our oppressors the Revolutionary 
War would have terminated much sooner, and but for the 
chivalrous and splendid assistance France rendered us in the 
darkest hours of that \inequal struggle, it is now entirely clear 
our independence could not have been secured. 

And I must pause here to salute with reverence our sister 
Republic of France. In all history I know nothing more 
sublime than the devotion to Liberty with which her sons have 
defended their country and the world against the overwhelming 
hosts of Attila and his Huns. "Frightfulness" has not dis- 
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couraged them; savagery, using poison as a new weapon in war, 
has not frightened them. They have stood in their splendid 
corn-age against all odds — God grant they may so stand to the 
end! — for they are fighting for our Republic as well as their own. 
There is no doubt that all the strong nations of the world, 
including our own, have been guilty of fearful and inexcusable 
crimes against weaker peoples, so that there seems to have 
been a common consent that the Eighth Commandment should 
be ignored as if never proclaimed, and that it should read as 
if it had been written, "Any strong nation shall be at liberty 
to conquer any weaker nation and to reduce the inhabitants 
of it to such subjection as seems to the strong nation desirable." 
And from this sweeping condemnation oiu" own Repubhc is 
unhappily not free. While, however, this is true, it is also 
true that the Christian religion has been gradually extending 
its influence in international relations and has been moUifying 
the temper and influencing the action in these latter years of 
almost every country making even a weak pretense of being 
subject to the influences of the teachings of Christ. President 
Wilson declared not long ago that he beheved the United States 
would never again acquire a foot of territory by conquest, 
lifting us as far as he could out of the category of predatory 
peoples. And the same spirit seemed slowly asserting its 
ascendancy among the nations of Europe with the single ex- 
ception of Germany. All lovers of peace were at once surprised 
and delighted when the Czar of Russia appealed to the 
world in the noblest language of himian brotherhood to meet 
in Conference at The Hague and strive to lessen by peaceful 
agreement the frightful burdens of armaments then resting on 
the whole world, and to prevent any possible increase of them 
by estabUshing a tribunal to hear and decide whatever inter- 
national disputes might arise. Then, alas, the same spirit 
which actuated Germany to sell her generals and her soldiers 
to Great Britain to destroy American democracy at its birth, 
actuated the present Kaiser and those counsellors who smround 
him and who, hke him, beUeve themselves to be supermen, to 
impose an absolute veto upon the aspirations which induced 
the Czar to call the conference. When another conference 
was called the same obstacle was met in the unyielding deter- 
mination of Germany that the limitation of armaments should 
not even be discussed. She had already robbed Denmark of 
a portion of her domains. She had treated Austria with the 
utmost brutality after a brief but terrible war^ and her greatest 
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statesman and two of her greatest soldiers had deliberately- 
perverted a telegram of their King and published it to the 
world in such insulting language as required France to appear 
as the aggressor in a war of Germany's own seeking, a war in 
which, owing to her preparation and the unpreparedness of 
France, she was enabled to march to Paris, to consolidate the 
German Empire at Versailles, and to crown the Bang of Prussia 
as Emperor. Germany tore two great provinces from her, 
exacted an indemnity of five milliards of francs, and quartered 
her victorious armies upon that devastated and impoverished 
land imtil the indemnity was paid. 

i-ii Then Germany began her long period of preparedness to 
treat all the nations which withstood her will in the same manner, 
and to reduce them to the same state of subjection. It is need- 
less to quote the numberless expressions of the Kaiser himself 
and of all his satellites, — in the army, in the universities, and 
throughout the whole of the German Empire, all treating the 
army as sacrosanct, the first object of German patriotism, and 
of worshipping Krupp's as the highest exempUfication of the 
genius of the German people of today. Being supreme on land, 
they resolved to be supreme also on the sea, and then commenced 
their mad and wasteful race for naval supremacy with Great 
Britain. To Germany, possessing a vast territory, fruitful in 
all the necessities of Ufe, in the heart of Europe, and with all the 
rest of the world open to her citizens either for trade or settlement, 
a great fleet could be desired only for purposes of conquest, as 
she showed in the Kaiser's benediction to his sailors, sailing for 
conquest in the peaceful waters of peace-loving China. 

To Great Britain, to whose faults I certainly have never been 
blind, the conunand of the seas is a necessity of national exist- 
ence, for she cannot longer provide the necessaries of fife for 
her people and is dependent for them upon the free access of 
the world's commerce to her harbors. Soon thereafter was 
seen the strange spectacle of Great Britain beseeching Germany, 
in almost abject terms, to agree upon some basis where Germany 
should remain all powerful on land while Great Britain retained 
her measurable advantage on the sea. Indeed, it seems almost 
incredible that a proud and powerful nation should so far humble 
herself as Great Britain did in her appeals to Germany to cease 
her preparations for war on the ocean; but to all such appeals 
Germany repUed in the haughty language of a superior that 
there should be no cessation whatever in her preparation for 
the struggle for naval supremacy on which she had set her heart. 
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One of the most distressing features of the present war is 
the shameless and persistent use of sheer falsehoods by the 
apologists for Germany. They have not scrupled to declare 
that Mr. Roosevelt when President concluded secret aUiances 
with Great Britain, France and Russia, forgetting that no 
President of this free country possesses any such power. They 
also declare, knowing it to be utterly false, that Sir Edward Grey 
has "in his pocket" all kinds of "noiUtary agreements" — ^ante- 
dating the war — ^for the conquest of Germany, and that the 
Allies drove the Kaiser into war while in truth they were begging 
him in abject terms for a conference in the hope of averting it. 
And now the proof comes over his own signature that Mr. 
Bryan has joined the pro-German propaganda and is receiving 
a warm welcome from his fellow-workers. I do not for a moment 
beUeve that any of these deluded men are in the pay of Germany, 
but I do assert that they could not be more useful agents of 
German militarism nor more bitter enemies of American De- 
mocracy if they were. 

Now it must be remembered that this attitude was main- 
tained by Germany for "war at any price" just at the time 
when the lovers of peace were most hopeful that a new area 
of Christian brotherhood was dawning for the world. Not 
only had the Czar of Russia issued the noble and stirring 
appeal already mentioned, but his government had so far 
departed from their ancient system as to summon an assembly 
which, with all its faults — and they were many — ^was a great 
step forward toward popular government in that great kingdom. 

Austria had given her people manhood suffrage. France, 
against the bitter hostility of Germany, had maintained her 
republican institutions for more than forty years. Even little 
Portugal had escaped from her wretched monarch and was 
hoping for some permanent form of popular government. 
Italy was substantially free and even Great Britain, perhaps 
after Spain the earhest and the worst offender in the hst of 
predatory nations, had made great concessions to the spirit 
of freedom. Her own people were free. Canada was as free 
as the United States, and all the great and wide spaces of Aus- 
tralasia were in the same happy condition. She had initiated 
the first steps toward giving the peoples of India a voice in 
their own government, and it was hoped she would soon start 
upon the same forward movement in Egypt. Upon South 
Africa she had conferred the priceless boon of free institutions, 
and General Botha, only the other day her most vigorous 
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opponent in war, had been called to be the premier in the 
peaceful government she had established. Even the too long 
delayed home rule for Ireland was on the very verge of accom- 
plishment ia those peaceful July days of last year, when the sun 
was shining upon the happy homes and the fertile fields and the 
priceless treasures of literature and art in the cities of beautiful 
Belgium. The spirit of popular government seemed to be 
abroad in the whole earth except in Germany, and there the 
baneful spirit of conquest seemed to be more deeply ingrained 
throughout the empire than ever before. To righteousness they 
opposed "frightfulness," to free citizenship they opposed fife 
in the shadow of the helmet, and while all the rest of the world 
was moving forward, however slowly and with whatever imper- 
fections, toward greater freedom, they were steadily moving 
backward to a greater and ever greater subjection to the military 
caste which had become their rulers, until a young officer was 
acclaimed with honor for having slashed with his sword an 
unarmed and lame shoemaker in the streets of Zabern. Dming 
all this time Germany therefore had drifted further away from 
the ideals on which America was founded, and in defense of 
which her sons have always been ready to die, as they are today. 

To any traveler in Germany, or to any student of her history 
since 1860, the signs of this evU transformation of her national 
character were only too apparent, so that those who loved 
the Germany of Goethe and Schiller, of Kant and Heine, of 
Mozart and Beethoven, could not fail to recognize the great 
change which had come over the nation and to note that she 
was drifting out of the sisterhood of civiUzed countries and into 
a barbarism and a savagery which never could have been fore- 
told and which even the wisest and best of our citizens did not 
appreciate and could not beUeve. 

Such was the state of mind of President Wilson, not then 
knowing the relations between Mr. Bryan and Count Bern- 
storff, when he made the mistake of proclaiming not only a legal 
but a moral neutraUty, demanding that American citizens like 
myself, who had suffered from this change in the attitude of Ger- 
many toward civilization and American democracy, should pre- 
serve a moral neutraUty, professing what was impossible, that we 
did not care whether the "frightfulness" and savagery of the 
military despotism of Germany should triumph over the French 
Republic, or whether the French Republic should continue to 
Uve. No country in the world was threatening Germany. No foot 
of her territory was in danger of invasion. No one of her citizens, 
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by land or sea, was denied the amplest measure of equality with 
all other citizens of the world, when suddenly she announced 
that her solemn covenant to respect and maintain the inde- 
pendence of Belgium was a "scrap of paper" and that she 
intended, in violation of all treaties and obUgations, political 
and moral, "to hack her way through" that unoffending and 
peaceful country in order to reach Paris by the shortest line, 
leaving behind her the smoking ruins of Li^ge and Louvain and 
reducing the Cathedral of Rheims from its elevating influence 
upon the hmnan spirit to an everlasting monument of the wick- 
edness and deviltry of the Huns who destroyed it. It was 
very natural for President Wilson, being then in ignorance 
of what had been happening for at least a quarter of a century 
in Germany, to adopt "the line of least resistance" and appeal 
to America to forget that she had been saved from destruction by 
France, that France was a repubUc while Germany was a military 
despotism, to even control our sympathies, and to pretend that 
we did not care whether these brutal aggressors or their helpless 
victims should win in the struggle which had commenced. In- 
deed I have always thought that unwise declaration of neu- 
trality, without a heartfelt expression of sympathy with popular 
government, was responsible for very much of the mistaken 
conduct of our fellow-citizens of German birth or descent, who, 
it seems to me, have acted so unworthily of the coimtry to which 
they at least profess allegiance. Perhaps also that inadvertent 
action of our Government has led the subjects of the Kaiser 
domiciled in this country, from the Ambassador and his staff up 
or down, to display such unexpected activities as have marred 
their enjoyment of our hospitality; and the same blindness 
which led to the proclamation of moral neutrality and the amaz- 
ingly inept lecture Senator Stone was directed to address to his 
fellow Senators on this subject, persuaded the President 
to treat with unwise indulgence so much forgetfulness, ahke 
by our own citizens of German birth or descent and by the 
subjects of the Kaiser who are enjoying our hospitaUty, that 
they are Uving in the freest and greatest of repubhcs. For 
there is hardly a single obligation of proper conduct which 
it is alleged, let us hope mistakenly, has not been flagrantly 
and frequently and offensively violated ahke by the official 
representatives or the unofficial agents of Germany who 
have swarmed hither, or by our own citizens who have per- 
suaded themselves that their first allegiance is not to the 
free country of which they ought to be proud, but to the miUtary 
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caste which regards them with the contempt they seem to have 
earned. It is only necessary to contrast the conduct of the 
German Embassy with that of the embassies of the three other 
countries at war. The French Ambassador is the doyen of the 
Diplomatic Corps, and representing a republic, it might nat- 
urally be supposed, he would have felt at liberty to adopt a 
freer line of action in this country than the representatives of 
a military caste and a military empire. On the contrary, not 
a single word which, by the severest criticism, could be called 
improper, has escaped from him or any member of his staff or 
any Frenchman, natvu-alized or not, who is enjoying our hospi- 
tality; and precisely the same statement is true of the Ambas- 
sadors of Great Britain and of Russia, and since Italy has entered 
the war I am sure it will be equally true of the Ambassador of 
that country. 

On the other hand, the German Embassy is accused of be- 
ing the center of offensive activity. Every day some new form of 
illegal action is alleged to emanate from it. One day they 
are charged with forging passports. Another day one of their 
agents is charged with blowing up a bridge connecting the United 
States with Canada. Another day they are said to have fur- 
nished false affidavits as to the character of the cargo of the 
Lusitania, and in Berhn they have even descended to the lowest 
depths of ignominy, for they have portrayed the President of 
the United States as bribed by British gold, while in truth no 
more long-suffering Executive, no more indulgent and peace- 
loving President ever filled his great office. In pursuit of peace 
and of good relations with Germany, he has, quite unwittingly, 
no doubt, subjected our own country to such indignities as no 
free and high-spirited people ought to have endured. The 
simple truth, which he has been so unwUling to recognize, is 
that there exists an impassable chasm between a citizen of the 
United States and a subject of the German Emperor, and there 
is no possible poUtical alchemy whereby the political standards 
of the one can be transmuted into the political standards of 
the other. No matter where a man is bom or how he is reared, 
when he comes to manhood he instinctively prefers to be a 
citizen or a subject. Our fathers preferred, and we ourselves 
and our children all prefer, to be free citizens, but we do not for 
that reason deny to anybody else the privilege of preferring 
to be the obedient subject of a Kaiser and a MiUtary Caste. 
We only ask them in all fairness to themselves and to us to 
make their choice, — to be loyal either to the fundamental prin- 
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ciples of our Government or those of the government of the 
Kaiser, and to believe that they cannot be half loyal to the one 
and half loyal to the other. They must be wholly American, or 
wholly German, and if they really prefer the German system 
of government, they should retm-n thither and enjoy it; but 
if they propose to continue to hve here, then they must be loyal 
to the American system, and there is no possibiUty for them 
of mistaking what that system is. Thomas Jefferson declared 
it to the whole world when he said the just rights of all govern- 
ments depend upon the consent of the governed, and Abraham 
Lincoln at Gettysburg, in a few simple words, stamped it for- 
ever upon the history of mankind, in his immortal aspiration, 
that government of the people, by the people and for the people 
should never perish from the earth. Whoever accepts without 
reservation those two principles of government is a loyal Amer- 
ican. Whoever pretends to accept them and is at heart dis- 
loyal to them is unworthy of American citizenship and ought 
to be deprived of it, for it is an impassable chasm which those 
honestly on one side can never pass over to the other. 

I can only repeat that it is with the greatest regret I have 
felt impelled to utter these words; but from the beginning of 
my long life until its close I have been treated with so much 
undeserved kindness by my countrymen of all races that I 
could no longer feel happy not to make this friendly appeal to 
those of German birth or descent who seem to me to have wan- 
dered from the true standards of American citizenship and 
clouded their conception of it with at least a quasi-allegiance 
to a military monarchy. And it will add to the peace of the 
closing days of a long and happy hfe to know that this last duty 
as God has given me to see it has been discharged, however im- 
perfectly, and that I close what I felt obliged to say without 
a trace of ill-feeUng towards a single one of my fellow-men — 
but with the conviction of all my hfe unimpaired that "govern- 
ment by the people" is the best form of government yet 
vouchsafed to the children of men. 

Wayne Mac Veagh. 



